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Syria Overview 

 
Syria was fielded from May 13, 2008 to May 24, 
2008. The achieved sample size was N = 505 
phone interviews. The topics included women’s 
rights, healthcare, and education. The sampling 
methodology was a random sample of female 
Muslim adults age 18-70 from urban and rural 
locations living in households with working 
telephones. 
 
Sample and Research Design 
 
The sample is stratified by province and by 
urbanity. The sampling points are distributed 
throughout the country by using different 
telephone exchange numbers (the first two digits 
of telephone numbers).Sampling points are then 
chosen by randomly selecting exchange 
numbers in each province. Households are 
selected by randomly generating the last 4 digits 
of telephone numbers. The starting point for 
each sampling point was the first telephone 
number randomly generated. Respondents for 
the interview were selected using the “Next 
Birthday” method.   
 

Women’s Rights 
 
Women have some rights regarding the 
household. Forty-three percent respond that 
they control savings in the household and 30% 
decide what purchases are made for daily 
household needs. Women have less control in 
deciding when to get married, as 24% of women 
surveyed were categorized as children at the 
time of marriage.  
 
What Women Want 
 
The top responses in what women want to 
change most in their lives are better health 
(30%) better education (28%), and more 
money/greater income (16%). Many women also 
desire entrepreneurial skills. Of the women who 
classify themselves as unemployed, housewives 
or are unsure of how to describe their 
employment status, 69% say that they are 
interested and would take advantage of training 
and startup money to open a business.    

 

Table 1: Interest in Starting a Business, 2008 

 Syrian Women 

Interested 69% 
Not Interested 16% 

 
Healthcare 
 
The vast majority of women believe that they 
have not been denied healthcare because of 
their gender (94%). Of those that believe they 
have been denied healthcare because of their 
gender, 46% are between the ages of 26 and 
35. 
  
Education 
 
Figure 1: Years of Formal Education- Syrian Women, 
2008 

 
 
 
The majority of Syrian women surveyed are well 
educated. Forty percent had over 13 years of 
education and only 2% did not have any 
education. Education appears to be available for 
women in both rural and urban areas, as 56% of 
women in urban areas and 44% of women in 
rural areas have between 11 and 12 years of 
education. Although many of the women 
surveyed are educated, 28% still believe that the 
education they receive could be better. 
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