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Pakistan – Overview 
 

Pakistan was fielded from March 19, 2012 to 
March 30, 2012. The achieved sample size was 
N = 968 of face-to-face interviews. The topics 
included women’s rights, healthcare, and 
education. The sampling methodology was a 
multistage random sample of female Muslim 
adults aged 18 and over from urban and rural 
locations. Data from 2007 (N = 960) and 2010 
(N = 973) are available for Pakistan.  
 
Sample and Research Design 
 
The sample is stratified by province and urbanity 
within each province. Clusters are then 
distributed within each stratum by districts and 
villages. A random walk method with a fixed 
sampling interval was performed from a starting 
point. Interviews use a Kish grid to select 
individual respondents within an eligible 
household.  
 

Women’s Rights 
 
Pakistani women believe that they have equal or 
fewer rights than men in many spheres of 
society. Pluralities believe they have equal rights 
to men regarding participating in politics (42%), 
access to education (47%), access to healthcare 
(56%), and decisions regarding reproductive 
health (52%).  Pakistani women believe they 
have fewer rights than men regarding protection 
from violence (44%) and access to employment 
(44%).  Most women surveyed in Pakistan 
(57%) “somewhat” or “strongly agree” that 
women in their districts have access to a legal 
system that treats both men and women fairly. 
Most (65%) also believe their country is closing 
the gap in inequality between men and women. 
 
What Women Want 
 
The most common area where Pakistani women 
say a change would make their lives happier is 
financial matters.  Thirty-seven percent say 
more money would make their lives happier in 
2012 from 30% in 2010 and 32% in 2007. 
Twenty-one percent would like more education. 
Six percent say they do not want any change in 
their lives. 

Healthcare 
 
Rural Pakistani women have poor access to 
healthcare services compared to their urban 
counterparts.   
 

 
Data Source: WIMC Pakistan 2012 (N = 968) 

 
Education 
 
The percentage of Pakistani women who have 
no education has held at about 30% since 2010.  
Among women with fewer than 13 years of 
education (N = 923), 32% said their families did 
not have the money or resources for them to 
finish. Eighteen percent said their families would 
not allow them to continue; 11% stopped 
because they married or had a child; and 10% 
were needed at home. 
 
Table 1: Education of Pakistani women, 2012 

 
Pakistani 
Women 

Illiterate 30% 
5-8 years 

10-12 years 
13+ years 

36% 
29% 
5% 

 
Outlook 
 
Most respondents with daughters (82%, N = 
575) believe their daughters will have better 
lives than them. 

81% 
75% 70% 71% 72% 

48% 47% 51% 47% 49% 

General
Heath
Care

Pediatrics Pre-Natal
Care

Post-Natal
Care

Women's
Health

Figure 1: How would you rate the 
following healthcare services in your area? 

Urban Adequate Rural Adequate


