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Jordan – Overview 

 
Data collection in Jordan was performed from 
March 10, 2007 to April 1, 2007. The achieved 
sample size was N = 1000 face-to-face 
interviews. The topics included women’s rights, 
healthcare, and education. The sampling 
methodology was a multistage random sample 
of female Muslim adults age 18-62 from urban 
and rural locations. 
 
Sample and Research Design 
 
The sample is divided proportionally by urbanity 
and assigned by region rather than governorate.  
Within each governorate there exist a number of 
administrative districts, and these districts are in 
turn selected through a PPS basis. Using 
detailed maps, interviewer routes are pre-
determined. Interviews use a Kish grid to select 
individual respondents within an eligible 
household.  
 

Protection/Promotion of Women’s Rights 
 
Women’s opinion is split over whether their 
rights under the UNCEAFDAW (United Nations 
Conventions to Eliminate All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women) are protected 
under Sharia. Nearly half of those surveyed 
(N=500 Women) believe their rights are 
effectively protected and promoted under Sharia 
law.  A narrow majority believes there should be 
a separation of religion and government to 
effectively promote their rights.   
 
What Women Want 
 
When asked if they could change one thing to 
make their life happier, Jordanian women 
overwhelmingly stated they would like to have 
more money / greater income (70%).  
Additionally, women stated they would like better 
education (13%), better health (11%), or a better 
house (5%).   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Democracy 
 
Although a constitutional monarchy, Jordan 
holds a vibrant democratic spirit.  Almost 89% of 
women surveyed affirm they had voted in the 
last national election or referendum. 
 
 
Education 
 

 

 
 
Jordanian women have high levels of education 
when compared to other countries of similar 
economic standing in the region. Only 2% of 
women tell us they have received no formal 
education. Thirty-seven percent received up to 
eight years of primary education and another 
33% completed secondary education. 
Additionally, 29% received some college 
education or higher; 2% of those receiving 
advanced degrees (MA/MBA/PhD). 
 
Family 
 
The majority of the women surveyed fulfill 
traditional roles.  We see that 74% of the women 
are married and 72% of all those surveyed are 
homemakers.  This gives women an interesting 
authority regarding household finances: 41% of 
the women surveyed say they decide on 
household purchase needs rather than their 
husbands, and 25% said they also control the 
savings in their households. 
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Figure 1: Number of years of formal education 

completed (aggregated) 


